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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that two school districts in Berkshire County will be able                to more effectively address student problems through the use of                $374,958 in grants awarded by the U.S. Department of Justice. The                funding will be used to hire School Resource Officers to work in                local schools on issues such as violence, substance abuse and suicide                prevention.

               "Community involvement is a key component in effective policing,"                Olver remarked. "Not only do School Resource Officers make                schools safer, but they help to forge a stronger connection between                local police and students and their families. Pittsfield and Williamstown                are among many communities in Berkshire County who are working hard                to create safer environments for children in local schools."

               The grants were awarded under the Community Oriented Policing Services                (COPS) in Schools program. Congressman Olver lobbied Attorney General                John Ashcroft for full funding of the grant requests in the competitive                application process. The Pittsfield Police Department will receive                $250,000 to hire two full-time School Resource Officers for three                years, and the Town of Williamstown will receive $124,958 to hire                one full-time School Resource Officer for three years.

               Olver added, "At a time when the country is still in the throes                of the tragedy that occurred in New York and Washington, D.C. last                week, this kind of collaboration has become essential to ensure                the security and well-being of our citizens at all levels of society."

               The officer will work closely with teachers, administrators, and                human service agencies to build relationships with students. Through                this collaboration, the program is designed to address a variety                of safety and health issues affecting teenagers.

               Many police chiefs, sheriffs, and criminal justice experts have                credited community policing efforts with the remarkable decrease                in crime rates across the nation. To date, the COPS Office has provided                $507.5 million to fund and train more than 4,500 School Resource                Officers.
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